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ANNUAL  REPOP.T  AS.  TO  THE  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  DISS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
DISS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL; 

Mrs,  i^j-olker  and  'gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  ny  Annual  Report  for 
31st  December,  194^^  which,  in  accordance  v.ri 
of  Health  Instructions,  has  been  considerably  curtailed. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  O'B.  VINCENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  iiea]-th, 
Diss  Urban  District, 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  ( in  ao res)  » . . . . . 

Population:- 

(a)  Census  (I931)  •*. 


3,628  (including 
wat  er)  . 


3,421 


( b ) Reg  ist  ra  r-Gene  ral ' s e st linate 
of  resi.d!|nt  population,  raid 

19-4(5:  ■ 

( c)  Average  population  aporopriate 
to  tt  e calculation  of  death- 

rat  es,  ,«•  •••  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of 
1940)  according  to  Rate  Books.  ... 


3,611  y 


3,611. 


1,049.  x' 

Rateable  Value  £l6,l84 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £61.15.  1^ 

Social  Conditions. 


Any  improvement  in  housing  Conditions  is  at  present 
in  abeyance. 


Unemployment  has  been  very  markedly  reduced. 

During  tl'ie  ye  ar  a Clothing  Factory  has  been  opened 
and  employees  are  obtained  locally.  A iiat  ting  and  Brush 
Factory  is  situated  Just  outside  the  boundaries  and  provides 
employment  for  a large  number  of  the  Inhabitants. 

During  the  year  3^0-400  Evacuees  v'ere  billeted  in  the 
town  under  the  Government  Scheme,  In  addition  many 
evacuees  arrived  privately  making  their  ovui  arrangements. 


(1) 


vital  Statistics  o?  the  Year. 

^ Total.  H.  F, 


( 

Le gltlmate 

48  * 

27. 

21.  J 

(Birth  rate  per 

Live  Births  ( 

( 

Illegitimate . 

1. 

1. 

11000  of  the 
(estimated  resident 

( 

Legitimate 

(population;- 

1 13*56 

Stillbirths  ( 

( 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  ' 31.  25,  26.  Rate  per  1000 


estlmted  average 
oopulatlon;- 

■:  14.12 

Deaths  fron  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  Kll. 

Death  rate  for  Infants  under  one  year  Nil. 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  blrtlis  Nil. 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  6 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil, 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of 

age)  Nil.  - . . 


Again  the  deatii  rate  Is  slightly  In  excess  of  the 
Birth  Rate,  hut  considering  the  severe  winter  and  v^ar 
conditions  tlie  general  health  has  been  good. 


SECTION  B.  ‘ '■ 

OENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEaLTK  SERVICES  FOR  IhE  iiREA^ 


Pub  11c  Health  Officers  of  the  Locai.  authority. 

i^iedlcal  OfficeLT  of  health  ..  . G,  O'B. Vincent,  M.R.  3,  C, , L.R.  C.P. 

Sanltery  Inspector  ...  ' . . . G.  Handel  Jones.  (Diplomas  of 

the  Royal ■ San Itary  Institute, 
Institute  of  hygiene  and 
Britisti  Red  Cross  Society). 

District  Nurses  ...  .....  Nurse  A.  B.  aooleton,  S.R.N. , 

R.F.N. ,3.C.r. , Q.D.N, 
Stanley  Road,  Diss. 

Nurse  L.  Rayner,  S.C.H. 

"apsley",  Victoria  Road,  Dlss. 

Hospital  and  Nursing  Facilities. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Facilities  are  given  by  the  County  Laboratory, Nor I’dch. 

(b)  ambulance  Facilities. 

Facilities  are  available  for  non-inf ectious  and 
accident  cases  locally.  This  Dlss  ambulance  Is 
maintained  by  public  and  voluntary  subscriptions, 

(2) 


(■b)  ambulance  Facilities  cent. 


The  services  are  adequate  and  tliere  are  arrangements 
fof  Its  Go-ordlnatlon  with  surrounding  services. 

'Occasionally  owing  tq  the  depletion  in  the  number  of 
drivers  available,  or  f o r other  reasons,  the. local  Civil 
Defence  Ambulances  have  been  called  on,  and  particularly 
at  night  when  Civil  Defence  Personnel  are  on  duty,  their 
help  has  been  a gr^at  asset. 

( c)  Nursing,  in-  the' 

This  is  carried  out  very  satisfactorily  by  two  general 
and  maternity  nurses.  • Under  the  Norfolk  County  Council 
Scheme  Ante-natal  ex{amination  lias  been  carried  out  by  the 
local  Medical  Practitioners  and  the  scheme  works  well. 

Cd)  Treatoeiit  Cerrtres  and  Clinic  s^, 

«L  Katernoty  and  Child  V/elfare  Centre  holds  Leetlngs 
once  a month  at  the  Church  hall  when  advice  to  nursing 
and  expectant  mothers  is  given,  find  the  weighing  of  infants 
is  undertaken  by  the  District  and  Mat  em  ity  Nurses, 

( e ) Hospitals. 

hovspital  facilities  are  available  for  non-infec  tious 
cases  at  the  Nor  folk,  and,  I'iorwidi  hospital-,  Norwich,. 
Unfortunately  there /is  no  local  hospital.  . ; ■■  i 

Infectious  cases  in  an  emergency  are  adm.it ted  to  the 
County  Isblati-on  hosp ital- fo r Infectious  Fevers  at  East 
De  reham.  ■ ■ 


A Private  Nursii:^  home  for  medical  cases  and  maternity 
cases  has,  been  opened  at  Entry  House,  and  this  has  been  an 
asset  especially  under  TTar  Conditions  when  there  is  often 
lack  of  accommodation  in  the  private  house. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUITS  TANGES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

(From  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report.) 

1.  Conversion  to  hater  Carriage  System  - I94O. 

(a)  Number  converted  from  Privy-Pall  closets  1. 
( b)  Number  converted  from  i^rlvy-Vault  closets  2. . 

3. 


2.  Number  of  hater  Closets  to  New  Premises:- 

(a)  Council  Houses. 

(b)  Other  houses 

( c)  Factory  premises.  (One) 


Nil 

1 

__3_ 

4 


3k  Number  of  Closets  of  each  typt..'  ren('X.lning  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Number  of  privy  vaults  (fixed  Type) 

Pail  Closets  (removable  receptacles) 

Water  Closets  (houses,  bungalows,  cottages, 

shops  and  offices) 

Water  Closets  (estimated).  Schools  and 
Public  Buildings). 

(3) 


71' 

292 

720 

60 


futella  flUtfaftiifti;. 


This  v>o  hi  is  done  by  Contract  jmd  includes  the  whole 
of  the  district  which  is  6f  an  urban  character. 

The  parts  of  the  Listrlct  excluded  are  those  of  a 
rural  character,  the  distance  to  be  covered  making  this 
prohibitive  and  the  cost  excessive,  there  being  only 
isolated  farmhouses  and  cottages. 

Scavengi  ng. 

The  Scavenging  of  tb.  e district  is  done  by  Contract 
and  provides  for  the  weekly  collection  and  disposal  of 
the  contents  of  dustbins,  privy  palls,  twice  v^eekly,  and 
privy  vault  closets  as  and  when  required. 

Particulars  of  work,  year  194^. 

ho . enptled.Loads  removed. 

Pall  Closets.  292  32B 

bustblns  632  97^ 


Privy  Vault  closets 

33 

37 

Dustbins  (fixed  type) 

2 

8 

accumulations  of  diy  refuse 

2 

9 

Summary:-  (a)  Excreta, . 3B[5  losids  removed, 

(b)  bry  Refuse,  9B7  loads  removed. 


Sanitary  Insoectlon  of  the 

area. 

1.  Number  of  Inspections  v’iPli-p.-’r^ipulars:- 

Housi  ng 

229 

Scavenging 

290 

Drainage 

116 

llarke  t s 

208 

Factories 

104 

Infectious  Diseases 

82 

31au  ^ terhous  e s 

825 

do.  til  liedlcal  Officer. 

11 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

89 

do.  wi  th  I'-edic  al  Officer. 

7 

I 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

467 

Salvage 

490 

Evacuation. 

227 

3,143 


2.  Not  ices, 

number  of  Statutory  Notices  served.  ..  6 

Number  of  Formal  Preliminary  Notices  . 13 


19 


Number  of  notices  complied  with.  I9 

3.  Nuisances. 

Compl.alnts  received  I8 

Found  on  Inspection  10 

".T" 

Abated  by  preliminary  formal  Notice,  13 
Abated  upon  request  by  Officer  I4 

Unabated  at  3l9t  December,  194^  1 


(4) 


28 


Shops  ^md  Offices. 

Shops  Act,  1934". 


Number  of  Inspections  of  Shops  ...  4^7 

Number  of  Shops  entered  on  Register  90 
Number  of  Offices  in  the  Di3'';rict  17 

The  following  contraventions  were  found  on  inspeotion:- 

Cleansing  premises 

Unsuitable  lavatory  (repairs) 

Defective  drainage  of  premises 
Insufficient  ventilation 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Issued 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied 
on  the  verbal  reouest  of  Inspector 

All  the  Offices  in  the  DlvStrlct  are  provided  with 
suitable  sfmltary  arrangements,  water  supply,  and  means 
of  h eat ing  an d ve  nti la t ion , 

By  agreement  the  powers  and  duties  of  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  Sub-sections  (3),  (4)  ^ 5)  oT  Section 

10  of  tlrie  Shops  Act,  1934  exercised  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Diss  by  the  District  Council  as  agents  for  the 
Norfolk  County  Council  under  date  2nd  October, 

Camping  Sites . 

There  are  no  sites  ava-.l£ible,  or  used,  as 
sites,  or  for  the  purposes  of  camping,  in  tliis 

Van s used  for  hum^in  habitation. 

One  van  was  inspected  during  the  year  and 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Bp  pig. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  open 
use  of  the  public  in  this  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs . 

No  houses  were  found  to  be  Infested  vdth  bed  bugs. 

Disinfestation  of  Fleas. 


1935. 

ca  mp ing 
area . 

found  to  be 

for  the 


The  number  of  houses  found  to  infe?sted:- 

(a)  Council  Houses  *..  Nil.  (b)  Other  houses  ...  2 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING; 


1 • Inspection  of  Dwelllrijs;  Houses  duringi;  the  Year. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  Inspected 

for  houslng_  defects  (under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ’ 41 

Number  of  Inspections  ma.de  for  the  purpose, 229 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

the  heading  ( l)  above)  ’"hlch  were  Inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  I929-I932,  3 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  35 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  Injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  18 

2 . Remedy  of  be  fee  ts  du  ring  the' 'ye  ar  without  the  service 
of  Formal  N ot  Ices . 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  Inform <al  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officer.  29 

3.  >ictlon  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  ?^ear. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9>  10  and  I6  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

vhlch  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

( a)  By  Owners  6 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Healtti  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  In  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied.  I4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

" f orm£i,l  not  ices  :- 

(a)  By  Owners  14 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.  Nil 


Housing  Act . 1936.  Part  IV . Over crowdin g. 


1.  No, of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year.  Nil 

2.  No, of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  d'urlng  year, Nil 

3.  No, of  cases  of  overcrowding  rellieved  during  year  6 

No. of  persons  concerned  In  such  cases  30 

4.  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  tlie  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding.  Nil 

5. Total  number  of  houses  surveyed  to  31st  December, 

1940.  854 
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SECTION  K. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 


Milk  Supply, 

Number  of  In^ectlons;- 

( a)  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  49 

(b)  Cowsheds  . 40 

(c)  With  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  3 

Number  of  samples  taken  duilng’tiie  year:- 

( a)  "^iccre  dited"  standard  l6 

(b)  "T.T. " teat  „ , , 12  . 

One  sample  failed  th e 'Met h'ylene  Blue  test;  • - -repeat 
sample  was  satisfactory,..;  • , 

Number  of  registrations  In  the  district 

Retailers  - 18,  Producers  - 9*  Total  27, 

Notes. 

2 cowsheds  have  been  re- coiiditl  one  d. 

1 Dairy  has  been  Improved. 

Drainfig.e  ha.s  be  en  repaired  and  Improved  on  several 

premises. 

Number  of  Dealers'  Eicences  authorising  the  use  of  the  > 
Special  Designation  "Pasteurised"  Issued .1 

- ' . ■ Meat. 

Dlss  is  a Sla’oghtering  Centre  under  the  provisions  of 
Memoranda  and  Orders  Issued  by  the  Mlniistry  of  Health  and 
Ministry"  of  Food. 

The-  duties  of  Inspection  are,  carried  out  by  tlie 
Sanitary  Injector  Wao  holds  ttie  lierabershlp  Diploma  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  (by  examlnfition) . 

Particulars  of  Inspections  are  as  follows 

Number  of  vj.slts  by  Inspector  to  'slaughterhouse  825 
Number  of  Visits  vdth  Medical  Officer  of  Health  11 

B3b 

Number  of  Animals  slaughtered  and  Inspected;- 

Cattle.  Calves.  Sheep,  ijambs.  Pigs,  Total, 

1,371  . 458..  4,207  142  ,1,867  : . 8,045. 


^/eights  of;  Meat  condemned  as-  be  ing  unf'.it  for  food,  an  d for 
which  condemn  notes-were  is  sued:-  . . 

1 • All  Diseases  exc ep t Tube rc  ul o s 1 s . 


' : • - . Cat  tip.'. 

Calve  s. 

Sheep . 

Lambs, 

2lgs. 

Total 

V/hole  carcases,  38 

2 

30  ■ 

2 

33 

105 

r^b) 

Carcases  of'  which 

some  part  or 
organ  v^as 

condemned,  183 

4 

94 

14 

49 

344 

2,  Tuberculosis  only. 

(a)  ^.diole  carcases  I6 

_ 

, , 

'34 

50 

(b) 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemns d,v  II6 

1 

117 

3.  Weight s.  Tons, Cwts. Lbs, 

( 1)  All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  4.2,  21-^ 
(4)  Tuberculosis  only  7 .12  , 1, 


11  .14  . -22^: 


(7) 


Heat  cont 


Improvements  "o  Slaushtert^ouse  and  premises. 

(a)  Ceiling  in  of  roof  under  tEe  tiles  i'^ltii  ^ater^roor  f-eltlxig. 

(b)  Re- const  ruction  of  drainage  Tvj..th  provisional  means  of 

inspe  ctlon.  ' 

(c)  Re-model  ling  of  refuse  pit  fpr  Hanure  and  Offals. 

( d) / Prbvi  sion  of  a Detached  Store  on  the  Premises  for 

the  condemned  meat  wid  offals, 

(e)  Construction  of  a new  Chemical  Lavatory  for  tl:ie  use 
. of  the  employees. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  aNIMALS  ACT.  1933, 

Humber  of  Licences  issued  to  sla  uniter  animals  10 

■'  Preserved  Food  etc.  Premises. 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Registration  Issued 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,1938»  Section  I4.  13. 

’ Ice-Cream.  Premises. 

Number  of  Cer tlf Ic at es of  Registration  Issued,  3 

^'‘*arket  a , 

Number  of -visits  of  inspection  to  the  weekly  open 
market,  ' 208 

SEC  TION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTBOL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Rubella  - was  rather  prevaleht  at  UlC  beginning  of  the 
year  and  continued  so  till  the  late  spring, 

AVliooplng  cough  al. so  bccurpd' in -a  number  of 'cases. 

English  Heasle  3 became  an  epidemic  in  tlie  late  Autumn 
and'  continued'  till  the  end  of  tlrie  year.  The  number  of 
cases  notified  was  high  but  the  course  of  the  disease  was 
rarely  of  a severe  type,  / , 

Impetigo  was  -prevalent  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
but  the  number  of  cases  soon  diminished. 

All  these  infectious  diseases  can  be*  attributed’  to 
the  temporary  influx  of  population. 

Very  few  persons  have  availed  themselves  of  the  free 
Diphtheria  Immunization  scheme  in  force,'  though  the  pupils 
of  one  private  school  have  been  immunised. 


Not.if  lable 

Diseases  other 

th  an . Tub  er  cu  1 0 si 

3. 

D1 sease. 

Total  cases 

notif ie  d. 

Cases  admitted 

to  hospital 

Tot  al 
deaths 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) 

Fuerperal  Fever, 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

Heasle  s 

51 

1 

- 

V/ho oping  Cough 

CO 

1 

- 

An  Analysis  of  Uie  Total  iMOt  If  led  Cases , 

A^e  -Periods,  Scarlet  i-^ue rpe ral  > Pneumonia^  ^niooplnp; 

Fev  er  Pynexla.  cough* 

0 - _ _ 

1 - - _ 

2 - - _ _ 2 

3 - - - 

4 - - - - 1 

5 - - - “ 4 

10  - _ _ 

15  - 1 - 

20  - _ _ 

35  - - - 

45  _ - - 

65  and  over,  _ _ 1 _ 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  C a s es  an d i^iort  al i t y durl ng  19 40 . 


NEV/ 

Respir- 

Gases 

Non- Res- 

Respir- 

Non- Re  s— 

Age  Periods, 

atory. 

oiratory . 

atory. 

piratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F, 

M.  F. 

0 - 

— 

— 

_ _ 

— 

— 

— — 

1 - 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

_ _ 

u _ 

. . 1 

— 

1 1 

— 

— 

— — 

15  “ 

. . 2 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- - 

25  - 

, — 

_ 

_ — 

— 

— 

— — 

35  “ 

. . 1 

1 

- - 

- 

- 

- - 

45  - 

— 

- - 

- 

- 

- — 

55  - 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

65  and  upwards. . . , 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

41  2 1 


Factories  Act,  1937 . 

The  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937^ 
been  carried  out  satisfactorily  throijghout  the  year. 


NOTE, 


Sections  C,  D and  E are  taken  from  the  Sanitary 
inspector's  Annual  Report. 


(9) 


